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SUNNY BROW NURSERY SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS POLICY

All children are eligible for a Government funded part-time (15 hours Term Time Only) nursery place from their third birthday.  Some children are entitled to a further 15 Government funded hours, giving them thirty Government funded hours per week (Term Time Only).

A part time place (i.e. Fifteen hours per week 8:45-11:45) has to be taken over five days (Monday-Friday), similarly a thirty-hour place also has to be taken over five full days.  A full-time place at Sunny Brow is 8:45-3:15 and thirty of those hours are Government funded, leaving two and a half hours per week to either, be self-funded, or if a parent wishes to, they can collect their child at 11:45 and take them home for lunch, returning them to school at 12:15.

The Admission criteria will be applied to all children who are eligible for the Government grant.  Some may access up to five terms of nursery education through this arrangement. 

APPLICATION PROCESS

An application form can be downloaded from our website www.sunnybrow.rochdale.sch.uk 
or e-mail office@sunnybrow.rochdale.sch.uk to request an application form.  All applications must be accompanied by a copy of the child’s birth certificate and proof of address.  The deadline for applications is December prior to the following September admission.

If there are places available for a January admission, parents of all eligible children will be contacted and offered a place.  If there is not a January admission the children will remain on the waiting list for the following September admission.

ALLOCATION OF PLACES

If there are enough places then all applications who are eligible for a Government grant will be admitted.

If demand for places exceeds the number available then the following criteria applies: -

PRIORITY 1 

Children in care of the Local Authority, or those who have been adopted from care.

PRIORITY 2

Those children with a statement of special educational need (or EHC plan) where Sunny Brow is named, specifically.

PRIORITY 3 – Identified need

(a) Linguistic

A child will have priority admission on linguistic grounds where there is evidence of limited or late language development and written evidence of a referral to the Speech and Language Therapy Service.





(b) Medical, psychological or social


A child will have priority admission where there is evidence of that child having a medical or psychological difficulty that is likely to affect his or her learning.

The evidence must be supported by the Consultant Community Paediatrician, the Clinical Psychology Services or the Educational Psychology Service.

(c) Child Protection

A child who is at the centre of a child protection enquiry or placed on the child protection register will also have priority admission, supporting evidence from Targeted Services will be required.

(d) Family

Children of families where there are three or more children under 5, living full time in the household at the time of admission.

PRIORITY 4

Children with siblings in school.
 
PRIORITY 5

Proximity to the school 

Proximity to school is generated using the postcode of the child’s main residence and an online mileage calculator.  Confirmation of child’s main residence is required (e.g. red book or medical card). 

PRIORITY 6

Families of service personnel.

Admission to Reception Class

There is no link between nursery and reception places – a place in a nursery school does not guarantee a place in the reception class of any school.  Parents need to apply for the school of their choice according to the current LA policy.

SERVICES

· A limited number of Before and After school session are available for parents to purchase
· Parents are able to purchase extra hours on top of the thirty Government funded hours up to 12.5 hours per week, enabling a child to be in school for 42.5 hours per week (term time only).
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GRADUAL ADMISSION

We have a gradual admission policy over a two-day period (during the first 3 weeks of term). On the first day children will be introduced to school staff and the routine of day by spending an hour the first day and then attending for the full three-hour session the second day and thereafter - providing the child is happy to separate from their parent/carer and able to do so.
Children who are eligible for the Working Families entitlement can access the full 32.5 hours and/or before and after school from the third week of term.

Children with an additional/special need may take longer. If it takes any child longer to separate from their carer we will work with parents/carer until the child is happy to separate and attend a full session

If parents fail to attend with their child on their given start date, a telephone call will be made to see if the place is still required and it is presumed that parents who do not contact school following a telephone message have made alternative arrangements.
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